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Abstract: This chapter analyzes the everyday lives, livelihoods, and interactions with state governance of
people living in the charlands along the India-Bangladesh border. The char is examined not merely as a
geographical terrain but as a dynamic social and political space shaped by river erosion, migration,
uncertainty of citizenship, and the complexities of border governance. Through historical processes of border
formation, colonial land laws, shifting river courses, and the continual emergence and submergence of chars,
this region has become an ambiguous zone of state sovereignty. Based on fieldwork, the chapter shows how
char dwellers have gradually shifted from agriculture to border-based commodity movement and informal
economic activities, and how they have developed survival strategies through negotiations with security
forces, local administration, and political networks. The chapter argues that at the char border, the boundary
is not just a line but a political process reproduced in everyday life, where questions of citizenship, legality,
power, and livelihood are deeply intertwined.

Keywords: Charland; India-Bangladesh char border; river erosion; shifting land; migration; citizenship and
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Abstract in Bengali: @2 G735 SIFe—Iac7 A Fearz 5ISINCS PHRIFRIA TCIT G, GIRPT @ FEIRT NAFIIZIT
LT O ST CT To1F QAT T S T (I COTere G RT3, F7¢ Gl /7SN FANer @ Frercaoe
AT 2T (I ZCICE, (R VAN, SIS, FIHIFCGH S *530T G2 FAE AT Glbero] e F1e P G/@2177
FAE [FA, SATEAT S W3, TAAAT AT 972 57 (G 83 @ [RENAT ATRNRFOIT T [T @F @6 A5
TRCCIACGT IF TE (5 203 GLICR] CFaPTAITIT (BT (I JCIT P 63701 FIRPIe (A e T A1

*Corresponding Author 1
& Chaitanya Majumdar, Assistant Professor, Department of Political Science, Nabagram Hiralal Paul
College, Konnagar, Hooghly 712246, W.B. & PhD Scholar, Centre for Studies in Social sciences, Scan and Access
Calcutta. Kol-700094 . .

™ chaitan.majumdar?2@gmail.com

@@@@ Creative Commons Non Commercial CC BY-NC: This article is distributed under the

terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial 4.0 License (http://www.
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/) which permits non-Commercial use, reproduction and
distribution of the work without further permission provided the original work is attributed.



https://doi.org/10.31305/rrjis.2025.v1.n3.001
https://rrjournals.in/index.php/rrjis/index

Research Review Journal of Interdisciplinary Studies - Vol.1 No.3 Oct-Dec 2025

79 AT & SN G OF PIPICGT [7CP JCPCRA G FISICT [N 2, FINIT 2T 8 TGO (5GP HCoF
STACHCIT FRICT O] 5 AT (P TG DCeie’ @2 BRI (@ CFR (I, 57 AT IS (9T G (T3 3, T ST
Gl (BOUT NG G Gl OF G, (IR NPT, (O] AT 8 GIRPIT &% 9P FFH T VGRS T
Gl

Keywords: 539/¥ (Charland), SIFO—IKETNHN GNIE FHIO16, 7074 OfF, S, {ey @ (FeL g @
FLGITG, NP1 e

1| e

BT ARG (72 TN B AT (4l TN, (TR AR Forois i Ter o7 27 @92 ST A2t (A
w3 2 A5 if g R TS By Conmifere (@2l 93, 72 9Ih REReTSR %o Hicol (TUR 28R I 0
3l QT 403 (T, SIS (N3 @i A SeAM~ A (-T2 g, &ifs, #6308 Faor aiber Ryt 95w ¢ 7=aie
21! ANCS SCTHR F G G RFST TCF (0 AN (90, O b7 ANCSH FI 7Zefr S 93 Siey
SICEAIo® 201 ANCST GIRNFH A GUE A RfST TG SR (FAIT [T NCTT QRPN ST ©iewst
G TR A0 o Iy, FAear I, SR S T Ko aifiiEs [fabe (e BIRacs e s
S SIS AR MO, ©IF A ANCE PR FCF 0T (7= GIRCE AN Aifaeor o4 gre wicy) aiwer &,
AfofiTe Jeramifaa SNSRI P13 TGS oy (ARG S5 ©9e T PRICH A A7 AN izl (NG
93 G530l ISR AT 70 (IS 3T BfCS PP S SIACP S @2 i IS SIia I 1 0 147 23 ST
CFPLY MG (RSP OIS ST AT PR SR ST, AT FATRIA 20 AFOJCR ML Sy (e AT A10ey SAfE
(M OICHR RN FFRITO! NE (FHF GRS IR0 g AT (1 ST RIS SR SCgsl IR73 O
e SRYCST MF HEE 419 @ity (131 B (SR SHN SRR 2Siied! 53 JNCE PROFE A0 QR
5 20 8T ST ST i T I3 I ({06 ATF (R A RS (BT, ({06 AT I T ACMCRA GBIl
R ANTAG M FolfFT 992 ([T 2SR CAfeTbe oy 7312 91 9 Fl-Arsde 2637 AfSsgpt e (s
PRI MCIF (AN ST o111 IFF33 IF SUIRF b S IR MCIF G- 50q 906 et ey e
&ffS5iy| ©f2 S5 GRINF F=1 7T ST TS RfeT F R 932 ANG B ) g b7 GICa Sfoarst
AT G QR I S0 G A @i (A0 PR & 7 g 2ipfog JE wivg ST 7S =1 AR 51 (e
ST MR TS S SNl St I3 ST SR- SR b1 S Cad 3517 S TS si#liet of3il (313 b9 A 3
SIS ST 2 O ©fF IBIST T S H*5301F 2fSTh TS| IGI AN @3 G=IFT BT SR, f3(1<), 76130
Y 79 g A1 qiEeR M (A AT A1 2 92 R AGS SRgHH, el wibet Servi e Wowy 291z 2
[T FACT B (PlAF ST (o gl Sogeicas Mo 2 207 Toral (12 for yEehate S @3 sy
DT P

' Space and Territoriality: Borderscapes and Borderlanders of the Chars, Bikash Sarma, International Studies
50(1&2), Jawaharlal Nehru University, Sage Publications,92-108, 2016.
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* Space and Territoriality: Borderscapes and Borderlanders of the Chars, Bikash Sarma, International Studies
50(1&2) Jawaharlal Nehru University, SAGE Publications pp. 92-108 2016.

> The Fashioning of a Frontier: The Radcliffe Line and Bengal's Border Landscape, 1947-52, pp. 103.

¢ ICRIER Policy Series, Trans-Border Identities, Sukanta Behera, No. 1, May 2011.

7 Fleeting Land, Fleeting People: Bangladeshi Women in a Charland Environment in Lower Bengal, India,
Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt, Gopa Samant, Asian and Pacific Migration Journal, Vol. 13, No. 4, Sage Publication,
2004.
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? Dancing with the River People and Life on the Chars of South Asia, Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt and Gopa Samanta,
Yale University Press New Haven & London,2013.

9 Dancing with the River People and Life on the Chars of South Asia, Kuntala Lahiri-Dutt and Gopa Samanta,
Yale University Press New Haven & London,2013.

' Lands and communities in flux: the chars in the Ganga-Brahmaputra deltaic region, Debdatta Chowdhury,
Presses universitaires de la méditerranée, November,2020.

2 Roots and Ramifications of a Colonial ‘Construct’: The Wastelands in Assam Gorky Chakraborty, IDSK,
September, 2012.

¥ Lands and communities in flux: the chars in the Ganga-Brahmaputra deltaic region, Debdatta Chowdhury,
Presses universitaires de la méditerranée, November,2020.

' The Alluvion and Diluvion regulations, 1825 Bengal Regulation xi of 1825(26™ May, 1825).
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¢ Lands and communities in flux: the chars in the Ganga-Brahmaputra deltaic region, Debdatta Chowdhury,
Presses universitaires de la méditerranée, November,2020.
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'8 Some Stories from the Bengal Borderland: Making and Unmaking of an International Boundary,Bengal
Borders and Travelling Lives , Anwesha Sengupta,CRG Report,2012.

' The Fashioning of a Frontier: The Radcliffe Line and Bengal's Border Landscape, 1947-52, pp. 103.
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23 @91t fofi 96 ‘although it had been shown correctly on the updated Revenue and Survey Department map’,.
2 The Fashioning of a Frontier: The Radcliffe Line and Bengal's Border Landscape, 1947-52, pp. 105
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